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SpaceForm Named Winner of 2006 Michigan 
Corporate Partnership Award  
 

Delphi Spin-off SpaceForm was Chosen by Aricus International and 
Michigan Corporate Partnership Council for its Commitment to 
Developing Collaboration among Michigan Companies 
 
ROCHESTER, Mich. – May 18, 2006 – Michigan Technology Leaders 2006, a premier, 
two day event of unsurpassed collaboration and dedication among Michigan IT leaders, and 
Aricus International presented SpaceForm, a spin-off company of Delphi Technologies, 
Inc. (DTI), the  symposium’s highest honor, the 2006 Michigan Corporate Partnership 
Award (MCPA) at a ceremony held May 17th at the Royal Park Hotel. The Michigan 
Corporate Partnership Award Council was created in 2005 to identify, create, support, 
and honor impacting partnerships between Michigan companies and local individuals or 
groups benefiting the technology community. 

 
“SpaceForm is the prototype for the MCPA in its awareness of how to focus on 
collaboration in the state with organizations and institutions like Wayne State University, 
NASA and Automation Alley,” said Tracy-Ann Palmer, president and co-founder of 
Aricus International, who created the award. “All the nominees for the MCPA had made 
great strides to work and partner with Michigan based companies, but SpaceForm was in 
a class by itself in the way it developed partnerships, but how it discovered solutions.”    
 
SpaceForm is a DTI spin-off company focused on the commercialization of Delphi’s 
patented Deformation Resistance Welding (DRW) technology. The technology was 
created by Dr. Anthony Ananthanarayanan, Delphi’s Welding Fellow.  NASA and the 
Michigan Research Institute (MRI) became interested in the technology and a multi-year, 
multi-million dollar research project under NASA’s Man on the Moon and Man to Mars 
space exploration projects. The collaboration continues today with a created business 
opportunity lead by DTI, Automation Alley, the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation and the formation of SpaceForm, Inc.  Delphi serves as a minority 
shareholder and licensor and the board is chaired by Dr. Thomas Anderson of 
Automation Alley. Also, TechTown, Delphi Corporation, the MEDC, MRI, University of 



Michigan, The Community Fund of SE Michigan/Adams Fund, the Edison Welding 
Institute (EWI) and Wayne State University are involved.  
 
“The synergy from our partners extends beyond the financial and managerial 
contributions as we’ve been able to take advantage of a very extensive and established 
network of contacts which can be coordinated to accelerate into the marketplace a novel 
technology looking for early adopters,” said Jayson Pankin, Delphi’s new venture 
creation specialist.. “We are obviously extremely honored to be recognized as the 2006 
MCPA winner so early in the development of SpaceForm.”  
 
The MCPA was presented to Pankin on behalf of his work in organizing and developing 
SpaceForm, Inc. at a special, private reception held during the Michigan Technology 
Leaders 2006 event at the Royal Park Hotel.  
 
For more information about MCPA award winner SpaceForm, Inc., visit 
www.spaceformtech.com. 
 
The Michigan Technology Leaders 2006 event is a non-political, cross-industry 
sponsored, annual event providing a platform to celebrate the achievements of our IT 
community. The innovation began in the format of this exclusive event, where a limited 
number of attendees were admitted to an informal, neutral conference environment 
specifically designed to conduct business and networking in which companies need to 
share their innovation, talent and business acumen with the state’s leading technology 
leaders.  
 
 
About Aricus International 
 
Aricus International LLC, a global consulting firm, aims to introduce local business to 
international markets.  With an extensive global network of contacts and connectivity, 
Aricus has the capability to rapidly enhance commercial expansion.  Dedicated to the 
belief that the entire world is digitally connected, Aricus facilitates corporate partnerships 
dedicated to innovation while enhancing the bottom line.  Committed to global 
excellence, Aricus facilitates these partnerships on an international level, broadening the 
scope and widening the view for companies seeking dramatic change.  With 
knowledgeable sales and marketing personnel, a talented web and graphic design 
division, fully developed IP/IT resources, a well-balanced event production staff and 
world class connections, Aricus has the means to promote entrepreneurial spirit and 
leverage in a world without borders.  Aricus International maintains singular focus…the 
promotion of strong, globally established companies. 
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